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PROCEEDINGS 

OP THE 

Modern Language Association of America. 



The Ninth Annual Convention of the Modern Language 
Association of America was held at Columbian University, 
Washington, D. C, on December 28, 29, 30 and 31, 1891. 

FIRST SESSION. 

On Monday evening, Dec. 28, the First Session was called to 
order by the Secretary, in the absence of the Vice-President 
Prof Chas. W. Kent (Univ. of Tennessee), and on motion of 
Prof James M. Garnett (Univ. of Virginia), Prof. Theo. W. 
Hunt (Princeton) was called to the Chair for the evening. 

Professor Hunt said : — 

In accordance with the program, I have the pleasure of introducing 
for the Address of Welcome,* President James C. Welling, of 
Cokimbian University, 

The next speaker introduced was Hon. A. R. Spofford, 
who gave an address on " The Characteristics of Style." 

At the close of the address the Chairman said : — 

We are all greatly indebted, I am sure, to Mr. Spofford, for his 

able, helpful and fascinating paper, which to my mind so happily il~ 

lustrates the literary principles which it enunciates. 
The program for to-morrow and the following days is printed for 

us. The time is now come for adjournment ; after which there will 

be opportunity for social intercourse. 

The Association then adjourned to meet at ten o'clock on the 
following day. The members and many of those in attendance 

•This address together with that of the H«n, A. R. Spofpokd, wBich immediately fol- 
lowed, are published in Vol. vii. No. j, of the Publications of the Association. Other 
papers presented before this Convention will be found in this and subsequent issues of the 
Publications^ 
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then withdrew to a hall in the university building, where oppor- 
tunity was offered for becoming acquainted and renewing the 
greetings of other like occasions. 



SECOND SESSION. 

The Second Session met at ten o'clock a.m., Dec. 29, accord- 
ing to adjournment. Prof C. W. Kent, Vice-President, in the 
Chair. Prof Kent said : — 

Fellow members of the Modern Language Association : It is 
now time that we should begin our regular sessions of the Association. 
I wish to call the Convention to order, and to ask for myself, and for 
these new duties which have devolved upon me as Vice-President, 
your sympathy and co-operation, and I shall do everything in my 
power to make the meetings pass off pleasantly and expeditiously. 

I now declare the meeting open, and ask for the reading of the 
Secretary's report. 

The following report was read by the Secretary, Prof A. 
Marshall Elliott (Johns Hopkins): 

The Eighth Annual Convention of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation OF America was held in University Hall, Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn., on December 29, 30 and 31, 1890. 

On the evening of December 29, Dr. Landon C. Garland, Chan- 
cellor of Vanderbilt University, delivered an address, which was fol- 
lowed by short extempore speeches from Professor W. R. Garnett, 
President of the National Educational A.ssociation, by Professors A. 
N. VAN Daell, Mass. Institute of Technology, F. C. Woodward, 
South Carolina College and by the Secretary of the Association. 

At the opening of the Second Session on December 30, a brief report 
of the proceedings of the Harvard Convention was presented by the 
Secretary, and this was followed by a succinct statement of the ac- 
counts of the Association by the Treasurer, Dr. Henry A. Todd 
(Johns Hopkins Univ.). Committees were then appointed as follows : 

1. To suggest names of officers for the ensuing year. Prof VVm. M. 

Baskervill, Chairman ; 

2. To audit Treasurer's Report. Prof John P. Fruit, Chairman ; 

3. To propose place for holding Convention of 1891. Prof Charles 

H. Grandgent, Chairman; 

4. To offer resolution commemorative of the deaths of Professors 

John G. R. McElrov and C. K. Nelson. Prof Edward S. 
JoYNES, Chairman. 
The Convention then proceeded to the reading of papers which 
were presented at the various session as follows : 

1. Some Phases of Tennyson's 'In Memoriam." 

President Henry E. Shepherd, College of Charleston, S. C. ; 

2. The Spanish Pastoral Romances. 

Prof Hugo Albert Rennert, Univ. of Penna., Philada. ; 

3. Some Dialectic Survivals of Older English in Tennessee. 

Prof Calvin S. Brown, Vanderbilt University, Tenn. ; 
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4. A Plea for the Study of Literature from the ^Esthetic Standpoint. 

Prof. John Phelps Fruit, Bethel College, Ky. ; 

5. Southern Literature. 

Prof. W. M. Baskervill, Vanderbilt University, Tenn. ; 

6. The Acadians of Louisiana and their Dialect. 

Prof. Alcee Fortier, Tulane University, La. ; 

7. The Translation of the Anglo-Saxon Poetry. 

Prof. James M. Garnett, University of Virginia; 

8. How to Use Modern Languages as a Means of Mental Discipline. 

Mr. E. H. Babbitt, New York City; 

9. The Name Csedmon. 

Prof. Albert S. Cook, Yale University, Conn. ; 
10. A Methodology of Literary Study for Collegiate Classes. 
Prof. R. F. Butler, Woman'' s College, Baltimore. 

Papers presented for publication : 

1. The Riming System of Alexander Pope. 

Miss L. M. McLean, University of California, Berkeley ; 

2. The Phonology of the Stressed Vowels in Beowulf. 

Mr. Charles Davidson, Belmont, Cal. 
At the opening of the Fifth Session, Professor van Daell, Secre- 
tary of the Pedagogical Section, submitted a report, in which he 
moved the appointment of a Committee to propose a Uniform Gram- 
matical Nomenclature for French and German. The motion was 
carried and Profs, van Daell, Cohn, Learned, Schmidt-Warten- 
berg and Hohlfeld were appointed by the President to constitute 
said Committee. At the close of the Fifth Session reports of Com- 
mittees were read according to previous appointments, and to these 
was added the annual statement (for 1890) of the Secretary of the 
Phonetic Section, Professor C. H. Grandgent. The Convention 
then adjourned, leaving time and place of next meeting to be de- 
termined by the Executive Council. 

The report was accepted. 

The Chairman. We will now hear the reading of the Treasurer's 
report. 

The Secretary. Perhaps all the members of the Association are 
aware, that our Treasurer, Dr. H. A. Todd, has been called to Cali- 
fornia, and will not be with us, unfortunately, at this meeting. But 
on going away he left with me these accounts, together with what 
has been added to them since. I have here a brief statement. 

The Secretary then read the following report of the Treasurer : 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

Cash on hand January 1,1891 % 70.89 

Receipts for 1891 926.00 

Total 996.89 

Expenditures during 1891 976.57 

Balance on hand January i, 1892 % 20.32 
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The Chairman. The report of the Treasurer will be referred to an 
auditing committee to be appointed a little later. 

The Secretary. I desire next to make an announcement that I 
have not been able to send out to the members of the Association. 
I hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary of the Forestry Asso- 
ciation, now holding its annual convention in this city, which reads 
as follows : 

AMERICAN FORESTRY ASSOCIATION, 
secretary's office, 
1429 N. Y. Ave., Washington, D. C, Dec. 15, 1891. 
Prof. A. M. Elliott, 

Baltimore, Md. 
Dear Sir : 

I desire to extend through you the very cordial invitation of our 
Association to be present at our annual meeting, to be held in accordance with 
the enclosed programme, to the members of the Modern Language Association. 
Very truly yours, 

EDW. A. BOWERS, 

Sec. Am. Forestry Ass'n. 

I have already been fortunate enough to announce to you the 
cordial invitation of the Cosmos Club of Washington, which extends 
its privileges during the sessions of the Convention to all members of 
the Modern Language Association ; and also that of the Universi- 
ty Club which is extended for two weeks, beginning with Dec. 21. 

It has been my custom at the opening of the Convention to an- 
nounce to you the progress of the Publications of our Association : 
how much matter has been published during the last year, and the 
state of our membership. I have thought it wise this year to send 
out a little list of members of the Association so that you all might 
have an idea just how we stand so far as this matter is concerned. 
Last year there was an appeal made in Nashville that our list should 
be increased on account of the demand for increased publication ; we 
have added to the list the names of some sixty members ; from about 
three hundred at our last meeting, we number now about three 
hundred and sixty members. 

The Publications of the Modern Language Association (four 
issues) number about four hundred pages. The Proceedings of the 
last Convention of the Association number about ninety pages, so 
that we have published this year about five hundred pages. 

I may add, that it is still of great importance that our membership 
should be increased if we wish to meet the demands of publication. 
These demands have gone beyond our power in the past so far as 
money is concerned, and we shall have during the next year a still 
greater drain on our finances. 

I may remark in conclusion, that the greater part of what was 
brought out by our Association was well received by European 
scholars. I have had various notices sent me of the work, and have 
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also had the pleasure of speaking to a number of scholars with refer- 
ence to it. It is gratifying to know that they appreciate our efforts. 

The Vice-President then appointed the following committees : 

1. To suggest names for officers of the Association during the coming 

year. Prof. J. M. Hart. Chairman; 

2. On place of meeting for the next Convention. Prof. James M. 

Garnett, Chairman ; 

3. To audit the Treasurer's Report. Prof. J. H. Gore, Chairman ; 

4. To draw up a memorial on the death of Dr. Thomas McCabe. 

Prof. F. M. Warren, Chairman. 

The Chairman. Before passing to the next thing in order it is 
proper for the Association to suggest what time shall be occupied in 
the reading of papers and by those who discuss them. 

Mr. Blackwell. I move that the reading of papers be limited to 
thirty minutes, opening discussions to ten minutes, and all further 
discussions to five minutes. The motion was agreed to. 

It was also moved that Prof. E. A. Fav (Washington) be appointed 
as Assistant Secretary of this meeting, which motion was agreed to. 

The Chairman. The next thing is the reading of papers. I would 
suggest, for the benefit of the press, that all those gentlemen who 
take part in the discussion will simply announce themselves as they 
rise, so that we may know who it is who is taking part in the debate. 

The first paper for this morning is that of Prof. T. W. Hunt, of 
Princeton College, on "James Russell Lowell as a Prose Writer." 

Prof. Hunt then read a paper of which the following is an 
abstract : 

JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL AS A PROSE WRITER. 

Mr. Lowell's specifically prose works, as given in the recently 
published Riverside Edition, are as follows : 

Literary Essays, four vols.; Political Essays, one vol.; Literary 
and Political Addresses, one vol. ; a posthumous volume has been 
published — 'Latest Literary Essays and Addresses.' 

Each of these volumes is, in the best sense, literary, so that, in the 
examination of Mr. Lowell's style, this cardinal characteristic is to 
be ever kept in view. 

I. We note, at the outset, the Clearness and Directness of his 
Prose. His style is signally free from those ordinary violations of 
structure which we find in too many of the best writers. As he 
tells us — "Plain words are the best." He is fond of Chaucer be- 
cause he is "plain and blunt and speaks to the point." A fertile 
theme, in this connection, would be Lowell's use of English. He 



